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Figure 1: Comparison of new ice core reconstruction with various instrumental-based reconstructions of strato-
spheric aerosol forcing. The asterisks refer to some modification to the instrumental data; for Sato et al. (1993) 
and the Lunar AOD, the asterisk refers to the background AOD being removed for the last 40 years. For Stothers 
(1996), it refers to the fact that instrumental observations for Krakatau (1883) and the 1902 Caribbean eruptions 
were only for the northern hemisphere. To obtain a global AOD for these estimates we used Stothers (1996) data 
for the northern hemisphere and our data for the southern hemisphere. The recon,struction for Agung eruption 
(1963) employed Stothers (1996) results from 90°N-30°S and the Antarctic ice core data for 30-90°S.
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Figure 2: Comparison of 30-90°N version of ice core reconstruction with Jones et al. (1998) temperature recon-
struction over the interval 1630-1850. Vertical dashed lines denote levels of coincidence between eruptions and 
reconstructed cooling. AOD = Aerosol Optical Depth.
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